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had to renounce all maritime traffic. Further,
the citizens saw themselves forced to pawn their
land to the Hanseatics, in return for the mere
necessaries of life, and as they could rarely redeem
these pledges the whole city of Bergen gradually fell
into the hands of these opulent traders.

Expelled from their old dwellings in ancient
Bergen, which formed the part of the city known
as the Bridge, the inhabitants planned to establish
themselves on the harbour board that skirted the
opposite side of the crescent. But the insatiable
greed of the Hanseatics would not suffer them to
stay there. The conquerors obtained this also for
themselves, so that in the end the entire port was in
their power.

Thus, and by means of an ever-increasing popula-
tion of merchants, clerks, apprentices, sailors, workmen,
they exercised a practical suzerainty over the town.
Whenever cited to submit themselves to the local
authorities they claimed the privilege of foreigners ;
they refused to pay city taxes, though they held the
rights of citizens, while they paid custom duties at a
reduction. They openly protected the enemies of the
king, felled the forests, introduced themselves arbi-
trarily into the houses of strangers ; in short, com-
mitted every offence with impunity. As in London
and Novgorod, so in Bergen, the Hanseatic factory
formed a state within the state.

The Hanseatics, in their arbitrary actions, repeat-
edly ran counter to the Hansa's command and how
to keep order at Bergen became one of the most
difficult problems at " Hansa days." It would seem